LETTER TO THOMAS SCOTT     101

desirous that he follows it out in good earnest, and that
can only be done by getting into the infantry.

My late severe illness has prevented my going up to
London to receive the honor which the Prince Eegent
has announced his intention to inflict upon me. My
present intention is, if I continue as well as I have been,
to go up about Christmas to get this affair over. My
health was restored (I trust permanently) by the use of
calomel, a very severe and painful remedy, especially in
my exhausted state of body, but it has proved a radical
one. By the way, JRadical is a word in very bad odor
here, being used to denote a set of blackguards a hundred
times more mischievous and absurd than our old friends
in 1794 and 1795. You will learn enough of the doings
of the Radical JBeformers from the papers. In Scotland
we are quiet enough, excepting in the manufacturing
districts, and we are in very good hands, as Sir William
Rae, our old commander, is Lord Advocate. Eae has
been here two or three days, and left me yesterday; he
is the old man, sensible, cool-headed, and firm, always
thinking of his duty, never of himself. He inquired
kindly after you, and I think will be disposed to serve
you, should an opportunity offer. Poor William Erskine
has lost his excellent wife, after a long and wasting ill-
ness. She died at Lowood on Windermere, he having
been recommended to take her upon a tour about three
weeks before her death. I own I should scarce forgive a
physician who should contrive to give me this addition
to family distress. I went to town last week to see him,
and found him, upon the whole, much better than I ex-
pected. I saw my mother on the same occasion, admi-
rably well indeed. She is greatly better than this time
two years, when she rather quacked herself a little too
much. I have sent your letter to our mother, and will
not fail to transmit to our other friends the agreeable
news of your daughter's settlement. Our cousin, Sir
Harry Macdougal, is marrying his eldest daughter to Sir accomplished man of letters who hears his name,]ily, so I shall only say that when I men-
